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CHILD PROTECTION — CHARTER OF RIGHTS 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.13 am]: I also have the great pleasure to 
update the house on the new charter of rights for parents and families involved with statutory child protection in 
Western Australia. Last week I formally launched the charter, which was developed through a partnership between 
the Family Inclusion Network of Western Australia and the Department of Communities. It is the first in Australia to 
be formally endorsed by a child protection jurisdiction. The charter outlines the rights of parents and families across 
six areas: respect, information, support, fair treatment, participation and inclusion, and privacy and confidentiality. 
Although the safety and wellbeing of children continues to be the priority in all child protection matters, the charter 
recognises parents and families as key people in supporting a child’s right to lifelong connection with family, 
community, country and culture. The charter reflects this by supporting a culture of respect for parents and families; 
encouraging staff to work with parents and families as equal partners; and listening to and including parents’ and 
families’ voices when working with children. 
In shaping the charter, Fin WA engaged directly with families and communities involved in statutory child protection 
to ensure the document reflected their experiences. A key component of that process was understanding the challenges 
that families face when they interact with child protection proceedings. The charter seeks to promote their rights 
and ensure their voices are heard during what is a difficult time in their lives. I commend the Family Inclusion 
Network of WA, the Department of Communities and all the parents and families involved in developing this 
landmark resource. I am confident this charter will help to further improve the way the child protection system 
works, and will build better, stronger relationships with families. 
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